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Personal Data on Mobile Phones for
Public Health
INFORMED CONSENT

This questionnaire is organised by researchers at Open Lab, which is part of the School of 
Computing at Newcastle University and the questions are designed for the purpose of 
academic research. 

In this research, we are interested in your perspectives on access to medical and wellbeing 
data on mobile phones. You are being asked to complete a survey about some imagined 
scenarios about other people, and provide some background demographic data. We are 
interested in your views and opinions, based on your background and experience. 

Participation is voluntary and you can withdraw from the research at any time. Incomplete 
responses will be deleted before analysis. Information you provide will be used for academic 
research. All your data will be treated with full confidentiality and, if published, you will not be 
identifiable. Electronic data will be stored and transferred using encryption at all times.

Since this questionnaire uses scenarios about personal and wider health problems, you could 
find it upsetting especially if you know anyone recently affected by medical conditions. If you 
think you may become upset by completing the survey, then you are advised not to 
participate.

Anonymous data may be shared with researchers running other research studies at 
Newcastle University and in other organisations such as universities and research 
departments. This information will not identify you and will not be combined with other 
information in a way that could identify you. The information will only be used for the purpose 
of research and cannot be used to contact you. It will not be used to make decisions about 
services available to you.

After the study is completed, we will analyse the results and submit them for publication 
(typically a scientific journal or conference). Presentations may also be given at scientific 
conferences. Only group data will be discussed in the findings, so individuals will not be 
identified. If you would like to find out more about the study, a summary of the findings can be 
sent to you when the project is completed later in 2020. If you wish to receive this, please add 
your email address when prompted.

In case of a publication, the data will be manually checked to assure that any potentially 
identifying information is removed. The fully anonymous data may then be published together 
with a report. The original survey data will be removed from the secure online storage by 30 
March 2021.

If you have any questions about this research, please contact the researcher  
( ) before starting the survey.  is 
based at Open Lab:

Open Lab
Newcastle University
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1.

Mark only one oval.

I consent, begin the study

I do not consent, I do not wish to participate in the study
Skip to section 11 (Do Not Consent)

Prolific ID

2.

Demographics - About You

3.

Urban Sciences Building 
Newcastle Helix
NE4 5TG

To continue to the survey, you must agree that:

1. I confirm I have read the information above and had the opportunity to consider the 
information and ask questions, and have had any questions answered satisfactorily.

2. I understand my participation is voluntary and am free to withdraw at any time.

3. I understand data from my participation will be subject to anonymous scientific analysis, 
publication and anonymous data may be shared with other researchers.

4. I am aged 18 or over, and live in the United Kingdom.
* Required

Please indicate your agreement to the above statements and consent before
proceeding: *

If you have reached this questionnaire through Prolific, please enter your Prolific
ID here: *

What is your age? (in years)
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4.

Mark only one oval.

Woman

Man

Non-binary

Prefer not to say

5.

Check all that apply.

Working full time (30 hours a week or more)

Working part time (1-29 hours a week)

Retired

Unemployed

Long term sick or disabled

In community or military service

Undergraduate student

Postgraduate student

In full time education (not higher degree)

In part time education (not higher degree)

Doing housework, looking after children or other persons

What is your gender identity? *

Which of the following best describe your current situation (select as many as
necessary)?
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17.

Mark only one oval.

Not at all concerned

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Very concerned

18.

Mark only one oval.

Not at all concerned

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Very concerned

Regarding OTHER PEOPLE, how concerned are you about...

19.

Mark only one oval.

Not at all concerned

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Very concerned

20.

Mark only one oval.

Not at all concerned

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Very concerned

... not having insight into what these organisations do with your data? *

... these organisations collecting and analysing the data that you share on the
Internet? *

... other people getting information about you without your consent? *

... other people finding information about you online? *
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21.

Mark only one oval.

Not at all concerned

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Very concerned

22.

Mark only one oval.

Not at all concerned

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Very concerned

23.

Mark only one oval.

Not at all concerned

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Very concerned

24.

Mark only one oval.

Not at all concerned

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Very concerned

... other people search information spying on you on the Internet? *

... other people spreading information about you without your knowledge? *

... other people sharing information about you (e.g. photos, address, contact
information, ...) with other people without your consent? *

... other people publishing information about you (e.g. photos, address, contact
information, ...) on the Internet? *
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28.

29.

30.

What reasons might Joe have for not wanting the NHS to access the phone
and/or the data? Please take a little time to write as many different reasons as
you can think of. *

Why might Joe think the data would not be valid for heart palpitation diagnosis,
treatment and/or recovery? Again, try to write as many reasons as possible. *

Is validity different for Joe's own heart palpitation treatment and treatment for
other people, and why do you think that? *
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