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Nuts to crack

TITLE

Nuts to crack.

VARIANT TITLE

Cover title 
Picture riddles : or, new nuts to crack. 
Title from advertisement 
Nuts to crack. 

PUBLISHED

London : Darton & Co., [1858?].  

SERIES

Darton's indestructible elementary children's books : 11 

PRICE

6d. : in oil colours 
1s. : indestructible 
1s. 6d. : washable indestructible 

AUTHOR

Darton & Co. (publisher)  

TYPOLOGY

Indestructible book 

NOTES

Listed on the lower wrapper of My pet birds (TPL-OsC: NS MY) 
Listed on the lower wrapper of Jack and the beanstalk (UFBL: 39p375) 
Listed on the lower wrapper of Jack the Giantkiller (TPL-OsC: FT JAC) 
A book with the same title was also listed as no. 4 of Darton's superior indestructible toy
books 

PRINTING TECHNIQUES

Hand-colouring 

VARIANTS

Variant A 
[1850-1855]; H1235; not analysed; described as having upper cover printed in colour with
pictorial design including child in plumed hat riding donkey (Calvert sc.) [apparently the
same as pcb3719 and pcb4183] 
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Variant B 
[1858?]; not in Darton (2004); upper wrapper, signed "W.C. HARRISON SC.", printed in
black on blue paper; on upper wrapper, framed, design of two kids cracking a nut with an
enormous nutcracker; engraved title: "Picture Riddles | OR | NEW NUTS | to | CRACK";
below, type-set: "SIXPENCE COLOURED, | OR, | ONE SHILLING, ON LINEN, IN
COLOURS, AS AN INDESTRUCTIBLE BOOK."; outside the same, type-set: "LONDON:
DARTON & CO., HOLBORN HILL."; lower wrapper, printed in black on blue paper: "KEY
TO REBUSES." 

BIBLIOGRAPHY

2004 Darton, H1235 (indexed as Nuts to crack, but "Picture riddles or New nuts to crack [...]
[ca. 1850-55] 24 x 16,5 cm. 8 leaves printed on one side of the leaf only, each with a hand-
coloured wood-engraved rebus. Colour-printed wrappers, the upper cover with pictorial
design including child in plumed hat riding donkey (Calvert sc.): lower cover, ket to rebus
[Osb. Pasted over the upper cover and concealing the original title and imprint is another
reading 'Nuts to crack' without an imprint") 

COPIES

NAL: 60.Y Box I (xxix)b (variant B: [1858?]; apparently corresponding to Darton's
description, but for design on upper wrapper) 
TPL-OsC: G NUT (variant A: [1850-1855]; described in Darton (2004) as: "Picture riddles
or New nuts to crack [...] Colour-printed wrappers, the upper cover with pictorial design
including child in plumed hat riding donkey (Calvert sc.) [apparently the same as pcb3719
and pcb4183]: lower cover, ket to rebus [Osb. Pasted over the upper cover and concealing the
original title and imprint is another reading 'Nuts to crack' without an imprint"; not
analysed) 

TRADE COPIES

Bonhams: 26/11/2013, lot no. 482 (lot described as: "Darton's Alphabet of Animals [...]
Nuts to Crack, hand-coloured illustrations, an indestructible book, mounted on linen [...]
Instructive Stories (A Peep at Paris; Tom's First Trip to London), 2 vol. [...] The Panoramic
Alphabet of Trades, and other Darton publications"; not analysed)  

OCLCN

63090982 

PERMALINK

https://www.picoboo.eu/catalogue/pcb3738
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